“Beautiful music is the art of the prophets that can calm the
agitations of the soul; it is one of the most magnificent and
delightful gifts God has given us.” (Martin Luther)
By any definition, the Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys is
a gift to the community and to the choristers who sing in it. Just
as with other very special gifts, tears and smiles bloom when the
gift is opened. Listeners are stunned and awed as the first pure
notes pour forth the lips of men and boys. Together they wield the
power of music to enrich their audiences and to enrich their own
lives.
For most, singing is a means of expression - a way of drawing out
what is in us. At GRCMB, we
believe just the opposite: the first
and most important outcome of
singing is impression. In singing,
the truth of this music is drawn into
the depths of one's being rather than
out of the depths of one's being.
Song is valuable because it carries
the words inside us (impression),
and because it carries us to the
inside of the words.
Perhaps we simply recognize all too well the discordant inner
impulses inside of us. We must learn the way of melody, harmony
and rhythm, allowing grace and beauty to draw our fragmented
souls into God's presence. This is the core mission of the work at
the Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
So, let the concert begin and as the choir processes into the
cathedral, thank you again for claiming GRCMB as “Your
Choir.” We will continue to work hard to live up to this honor and
to fulfill your expectations. We ask for your gifts of support to
keep the choir growing and serving here in West Michigan.
We hope to see you throughout our amazing 24th season which lies
ahead. You won’t want to miss a single note!

GRCMB 24th Season of Singing Calendar
I. Music for Royal Occasions
Featuring music composed for centuries of
historic occasions at Westminster Abbey, London.
Martin Neary - Directing
(Westminster Abbey Choir, London – Master of Music)



Friday, November 8, 7:00 PM – St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Grand Rapids
Saturday, November 9, 7:00 PM – St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Grand Rapids

II. Lessons & Carols for Christmas
Following the original 1918 King’s James version
of Nine Lessons and Carols from King’s College, Cambridge.
Scott Bosscher - Directing
(Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys – Master of Music)





Friday, December 13, 7:00 PM – St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Grand Rapids
Saturday, December 14, 7:00 PM – St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Grand Rapids
Sunday, December 15, 5:00 PM – St. Paul’s Episcopal, Muskegon
Friday, December 20, 7:00 PM – St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Grand Rapids

III. Stations of the Cross
Passiontide Readings and Anthems
Andrew Nethsingha - Directing
(St. John’s College Choir, Cambridge – Master of Music)



Friday, March 28, 7:00 PM – St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Grand Rapids
Saturday, March 29, 7:00 PM – St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Grand Rapids

IV. St. John Passion – Bob Chilcott
A new work comissioned and premiered this year
by the Choir of Wells Cathedral.
It is a heart wrenching work musically.
In addition to text chosen from the St. John Gospel,
additional poetry from the 13th to 17 centuries is interwoven.
There will not be a dry eye in the house.
Martin Neary - Directing
(Westminster Abbey Choir, London – Master of Music)



Friday, June 6, 7:00 PM – St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Grand Rapids
Saturday, June 7, 7:00 PM – St. Andrew’s Cathedral, Grand Rapids

Recorded this past summer – GRCMB’s newest CD.
On sale here at tonight’s concert & at www.grcmb.org

$15.00

Reflections from Guest Director Richard Webster

Christmas
Stocking
Stuffer

(OCM - Trinity Church, Boston)

“The vibrancy of the Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys is
simply astonishing. Here is a superb choir of talented,
passionately devoted boys and men singing at an artistic level
to rival any choir anywhere. This magnificent musical
ensemble would be the pride of any city. What they contribute
to the cultural landscape of Western Michigan is beyond
measure.” – Richard Webster

This year’s perfect Christmas Gift!

Does your son have what it takes
to become a GRCMB Chorister?
Does your son love to sing?
rd

th

GRCMB has a choir full of boys, 3 through 8 grade,
who would love to sing with your son.

Do you value a strong music education?
GRCMB follows the British Royal Schools of Music Training
Scheme.
Boys progress through seven RSCM levels of music theory
earning bronze medals as they succeed.

Did you know GRCMB boys train regularly with the world’s top
choir trainers?
Martin Neary – Westminster Abbey, London - England
Andrew Nethsingha – St. John’s College Choir, Cambridge – England
Richard Webster – Trinity Church, Boston – USA
Jonathan Willcocks – Royal Academy of Music, London - England

GRCMB makes it home at Grand Rapids Community College.
Would you like to visit a
practice? To find out
more contact us:
Website: www.grcmb.org
Phone: 616.460.0598
Email Scott Bosscher at
scottbosscher@grcmb.org

A Festival of
Nine Lessons & Carols
for Christmas

The Grand Rapids
Choir of Men & Boys
Director of Music – Scott Bosscher
Organ Fellow – Dr. Kenneth Bos
St. Andrew’s Cathedral – Grand Rapids
Friday, December 13 – 7:00 PM
Saturday, December 14 – 7:00 PM
Friday, December 20 – 7:00 PM

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church – Muskegon
Sunday, December 15 – 5:00 PM

The Service Shall Begin Here

~ Prelude ~
Two Noels

Claude Balbastre (1724-1799)
Noel Joseph Revenant un Jour
Noel il est un petit L’ange

~ Call to Worship ~
The Truth From Above
Words: English 1847

Traditional English Tune

This is the truth sent from above,
The truth of God, the God of Love.
Therefore don’t turn me from your door,
But hearken all, both rich and poor.

~ Introit ~
All My Heart This Night Rejoices
Words: Paulus Gerhardt (1606-1676)

Johann Ebeling (1637-1676)

All my heart this night rejoices,
As I hear, far and near, sweetest angel voices;
"Christ is born," their choirs are singing,
Till the air, everywhere, now with joy is ringing.
Hark! a voice from yonder manger,
Soft and sweet, doth entreat, "Flee from woe and danger;
Brethren, come; from all that grieves you
You are freed; all you need I will surely give you."
Come, then, let us hasten yonder;
Here let all, great and small, kneel in awe and wonder,
Love him Who with love is yearning;
Hail the star that from far bright with hope is burning.
Thee, O Lord, with heed I'll cherish;
Live to thee, and with thee dying, shall not perish;
But shall dwell with thee forever,
Far on high, in the joy that can alter never.

~ Silent Procession ~
Once in Royal David's City
Words: C.F. Alexander (1818-95)

H.J. Gauntlett (1805-76)
Arranged: Philip Stopford (b. 1977)

Once in royal David's city stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.
He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall;
With the poor and meek and lowly lived on earth our Savior holy.
For he is our childhood's pattern, day by day like us he grew,
He was little, weak, and helpless, tears and smiles like us he knew:
And he feeleth for our sadness, and he shareth in our gladness.
Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by,
We shall see him; but in heaven, set at God's right hand on high;
When like stars his children crowned all in white shall wait around.

~ Bidding Prayer ~
The congregation, standing, shall be bidden to prayer.
Beloved in Christ, at this Christmas-tide let it be our care and delight
to hear again the message of the angels, and in heart and mind to go
even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and
the babe lying in a manger.
Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the
loving purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience unto
the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy Child.
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on
earth and goodwill among all his people; for unity and brotherhood
within the Church he came to build.
And because this would rejoice his heart, let us remember, in his
name, the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry, the oppressed; the
sick and them that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged and
the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or love him
not, or who by sin have grieved his heart of love.

Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but
upon another shore, and in a greater light, that multitude which no
man can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with
whom in the Lord Jesus we are one for evermore.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the Throne of
Heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath taught us:
All: Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done; In earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our
trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil;
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
Forever and ever. Amen.
Then shall the Congregation sit.

~ Bidding Carols ~
What Sweeter Music
Words: Robert Herrick (1591-1674)

John Rutter (b.1945)

What sweeter music can we bring than a carol,
For to sing the birth of this our heavenly King?
Awake the voice! Awake the string!
Dark and dull night fly hence away,
And give the honor to this day
That sees December turned to May.
Why does the chilling winter’s morn
Smile, like a field beset with corn?
Or smell like a meadow newly shorn thus on the sudden?
Come and see the cause, why things thus fragrant be:
Tis he is born, whose quickening birth
Gives life and lustre, public mirth,
To heaven and the underearth.
We see him come, and know him ours,
Who, with his sunshine and his showers,
Turns all the patient ground to flowers.
The darling of the world is come,
And fit it is, we find a room to welcome him.

The nobler part of all the house here, is the heart,
Which we will give him; and bequeath
This holly, and this ivy wreath,
To do him honor; who’s our King,
And Lord of all this revelling.
What sweeter music can we bring than a carol,
For to sing the birth of this our heavenly King?

Silent Night
Words: Joseph Mohr (1792-1848)

Franz Gruber (1787-1863)

(Vrs. 1 Solo – Vrs. 2 & 3 Choir & Congregation)
(Solo)

Silent night! holy night! All is calm all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child
Holy infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace! Sleep in heavenly peace
(All)

Silent night! holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia.
Christ the Saviour is born! Christ the Saviour is born!
Silent night! holy night! Son of God love's pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at thy birth. Jesus, Lord at thy birth.

~ First Lesson ~
Genesis 3:8-15
God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of woman
shall bruise the serpent's head.
And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day; and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the garden. And the
Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, “Where art thou?”
And he said, “I heard thy voice in the garden and I was afraid,
because I was naked; and I hid myself.”

And he said, “Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten
of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?”
And the man said, “The woman whom thou gavest to be with me,
she gave me of the tree, and I did eat.” And the Lord God said unto
the woman, “What is this that thou has done?” And the woman said,
“The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.” And the Lord God said
unto the serpent, “Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above
all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou
go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: and I will put
enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Jesus Christ the Apple Tree
Words: New Hampshire (1784)
The tree of life my soul hath seen,
Laden with fruit and always green:
The trees of nature fruitless be
Compared with Christ the apple tree.
His beauty doth all things excel:
By faith I know, but ne'er can tell
The glory which I now can see
In Jesus Christ the apple tree.
For happiness I long have sought,
And pleasure dearly I have bought:
I missed of all; but now I see
'Tis found in Christ the apple tree.
I'm weary with my former toil,
Here I will sit and rest awhile:
Under the shadow I will be,
Of Jesus Christ the apple tree.
This fruit doth make my soul to thrive,
It keeps my dying faith alive;
Which makes my soul in haste to be
With Jesus Christ the apple tree.

Elizabeth Poston (1905-1987)

~ Second Lesson ~
Genesis 22:15-18
God promises to faithful Abraham
that in his seed shall the nations of the earth be blessed.
And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the
second time, and said, “By myself have I sworn,” saith the Lord, “for
because thou has done this thing, and has not withheld thy son: that
in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed
as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea
shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast
obeyed my voice.”
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Sans Day Carol
Words: Cornish Trad. Carol

Arranged by Philip Stopford (b.1948)

Now the holly bears a berry as white as the milk,
And Mary bore Jesus who was wrapped up in silk.
Refrain: And

Mary bore Jesus Christ our Saviour for to be,
And the first tree of the greenwood it was the holly.
Now the holly bears a berry as green as the grass,
And Mary bore Jesus who died on the cross.
(Refrain)

Now the holly bears a berry as black as the coal,
And Mary bore Jesus who died for us all.
(Refrain)

Now the holly bears a berry as blood is it red,
Then trust we our Saviour who rose from the dead.
(Refrain)

~ Third Lesson ~
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
Christ's birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that
dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light
shined. For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called
Wonderful, Counselor, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace. Of the 'increase of his government and peace there
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from
henceforth even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform
this.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

The Truth From Above
Words English Text 1847

English Traditional
Arranged: Richard Lloyd (b.1933)

This is the truth sent from above,
The truth of God, the God of love:
Therefore don’t turn me from your door,
But hearken all, both rich and poor.
The first thing which I do relate,
Is that God did man create;
The next thing which to you I’ll tell:
Woman was made with man to dwell.
Thus we were heirs to endless woes,
Till God the Lord did interpose;
And so a promise soon did run
That he would redeem us by his Son.
And at that season of the year,
Our blest Redeemer did appear;
He here did live and here did preach
And many thousands he did teach.

Thus he in love to us behaved,
To show us how we must be saved;
And if you want to know the way,
Be pleased to hear what he did say.

~ Fourth Lesson ~
Micah 5
The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem.
But thou, Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou be little among the
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that
is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old,
from everlasting. Therefore will he give them up, until the time that
she which travaileth hath brought forth: then the remnant of his
brethren shall return unto the children of Israel. And he shall stand
and feed in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of
the Lord his God; and shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the
ends of the earth.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

O Little Town Of Bethlehem
Words: Phillips Brooks (1835-93) Henry Walford Davies (1869-1941)
(Tenor Solo)

Unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign to you;
Ye shall find the Babe, wrapped in swaddling clothes, and
lying in a manger.
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie;
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light;
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given;
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming, but in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel!

~ Fifth Lesson ~
Luke 1: 26-35, 38
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary.
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a
city of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was
Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, “Hail, thou that art
highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among
women.” And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and
cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be. And the
angel said unto her, “Fear not, Mary: for thou has found favour with
God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth
a son, and shalt call his name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be
called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him
the throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the house of
Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.” Then said
Mary unto the angel, “How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?”
And the angel answered and said unto her, “The Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow
thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall
be called the Son of God.” And Mary said, “Behold the handmaid of
the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word.” And the angel
departed from her.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Words: 16th Century

14th Century German
Arranged David Blackwell (b.1961)

A Rose e’er blooming, a lovely Rose, from tender root hath sprung.
Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming, from tender root hath sprung!
Of Jesse’s lineage coming as men of old have sung.
Brought forth a flower bright, amid the cold of winter,
And in the dark midnight.
A Rose e’er blooming, a lovely Rose, where-of Isaiah told.
The Rose, which I am singing, where of Isaiah told,
In Mary, purest maiden, who bears the holy child.
At God’s eternal will, she bore to us a Saviour,
Yet stays a virgin still.
O flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air,
Dispel in glorious splendor the darkness everywhere;
True man, yet very God, from sin and death now save us,
And share our every load. A Rose e’er blooming. A Rose.

Ave Maria
(Angelus Domini)

Words: Luke Gospel & 15th Century Brevery Franz Biebl (1906-2001)
Angelus Domini nuntiavit Mariae
(The angel of God visited Maria)
et concepit de Spiritu sancto.
(and she conceived of the Holy Spirit.)
Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum.
(Hail Mary, Full of grace, the Lord is with you.)
Benedicta tu in mulieribus,
(Blessed are you among women,)
Et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus, Jesus.
(and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus, Jesus.)
Maria dixit: Ecce ancilla Domini.
(Maria said: See the servant of the Lord.)
Fiat mihi secundum verbum tuum.
(May it happen to me according to your word.)

Ave Maria…
Et Verbum caro factum est
(And the Word became flesh)
et habitavit in nobis.
(and lived among us.)
Ave Maria…
Sancta Maria, Mater Dei, ora pro nobis peccatoribus,
(Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,)
Sancta Maria, ora pro nobis, nunc et in hora mortis nostrae.
(Holy Mary, pray for us now and in the hour of our death.)
Amen. Amen. Amen.

~ Sixth Lesson ~
Luke 2: 1, 3-7
St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus.
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from
Caeser Augustus, that the whole world should be taxed. And all went
to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up
from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of
David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and
lineage of David) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being
great with child. And so it was, that, while she was there, the days
were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought
forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and
laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Words: 15th Century

A Babe is Born

William Mathias (1934-1992)

A babe is born all of a may,
To bring salvation unto us.
To him we sing both night and day.
Veni creator Spiritus. (Come, Creator Spirit)

At Bethlehem, that blessed place,
The child of bliss now born he was;
And him to serve God give us grace,
O lux beata Trinitas. (O light, blessed Trinity)
There came three kings out of the East,
To worship the King that is so free,
With gold and myrrh and frank incense,
A solis ortus cardine. (From the sun’s rising)
A fair song that night sung they
In worship of that child:
Gloria tibi Domine. (Glory to you, Lord)
A babe is born all of a may,
To bring salvation unto us.
To him we sing both night and day.
Veni creator Spiritus, (Come, Creator Spirit)
O lux beata Trinitas, (O light, blessed Trinity)
A solis ortus cardine, (From the sun’s rising)
Gloria tibi Domine. (Glory to you, Lord)
Noel!

It has become a longstanding tradition with the Grand Rapids Choir of Men &
Boys for a boy chorister to lead the congregation in our next carol.

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Words: C.Wesley (1707-1788)
Words: G.Whitefield (1714-1770)

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
Arr. David Willcocks (b.1919)

(Verse 1 - Choir & Congregation)
Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled:
Joyful all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies,
With th’angelic host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King.

(Verse 2 – Choir Only)
Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
Late in time behold him come, Offspring of a virgin’s womb:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, Hail th’incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King.
(Verse 3 - Choir & Congregation)
Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of
Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, Risen with healing in his wings;
Mild he lays his glory by, Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing Glory to the newborn King.

~ Seventh Lesson ~
Luke 2: 8-16
The shepherds go to the manager.
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the
Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about
them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, “Fear
not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be
to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you;
Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” And it came to
pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem,
and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made
known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and
Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

The First Nowell
Words: English Traditional

Arranged: David Willcocks (b.1919)

(Congregation Joins on the Last Verse)

The first Noel the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night that was so deep.
(Refrain)

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel.
They looked up and saw a star
shining in the east, beyond them far;
and to the earth it gave great light,
and so it continued both day and night. (Refrain)
And by the light of that same star
three Wise Men came from country far;
to seek for a king was their intent,
and to follow the star wherever it went. (Refrain)
This star drew nigh to the northwest,
o'er Bethlehem it took its rest;
and there it did both stop and stay,
right over the place where Jesus lay. (Refrain)
(With Congregation Joining)

Then entered in those Wise Men three,
full reverently upon the knee,
and offered there, in his presence,
their gold and myrrh and frankincense.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel.

~ Eighth Lesson ~
Matthew 2: 1-11
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of
Herod the King, behold, there came wise men from the east to
Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he that is born King of the Jews? For we
have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.” When
Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests
and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where
Christ should be born. And they said unto him, “In Bethlehem of
Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem in
the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Judah: for out
of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.”
Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of
them diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent them to
Bethlehem, and said, “Go and search diligently for the young child;
and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come
and worship him also.” When they had heard the king, they departed;
and lo, the star, which they saw in the east went before them, till it
came and stood over where the young child was. When they saw the
star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.
And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child
with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when
they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts, gold,
and frankincense, and myrrh.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

Born on Earth the Divine Christ Child
(Il est ne le Divine Enfant)

Words: French Traditional
English Translation: J. Froom
Refrain: Born

French Melody
Arranged: John Rutter (b. 1945)

on earth the divine Christ Child,
Oboes, rejoice, with bagpipes vying;
Born on earth the divine Christ Child,
Sing to welcome the Saviour mild.

‘Tis four thousand years and more
Men his birth have been prophesying;
‘Tis four thousand years and more
While we longed for the joys in store.
(Refrain)

Ah! Such beauty and charm adore!
Ah! Such perfection of grace undying!
Ah! Such beauty and charm adore!
Promised us in days of yore.
(Refrain)

In a stable here on earth,
Jesus, in the manger lying,
In a stable here on earth,
O how lowly our Saviour’s birth!
(Refrain)

Jesus, Saviour, heaven’s Lord,
Tiny child in the manger crying,
Jesus, Saviour, heaven’s Lord,
Christ our King for evermore.
(Refrain)

~ Offertory ~
Partita on Adeste Fideles

Charles Callahan (b. 1951)

~ Ninth Lesson ~
(Please stand for the Gospel reading)

John 1: 1-14
St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things
were made by him; and without him was not anything made that was
made.

In him was life; and the life was the light of men. And the light
shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. There
was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came
for a witness, to bear witness of the light, that all men through him
might believe. He was not that light, but was sent to bear witness of
that light. That was the true light, which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made
by him, and the world knew him not. But as many as received him, to
them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will
of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word was
made flesh, and dwelt amoung us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory
as of the only-begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
This is the word of the Lord.
Congregation: Thanks be to God.

My Lord Has Come
Words: Will Todd

Will Todd (b. 1970)

Shepherds, called by angels, called by love and angels:
No place for them but a stable. My Lord has come.
Sages, searching for stars, searching for love in heaven;
No place for them but a stable. My Lord has come.
His love will hold me, his love will cherish me, love will cradle me.
Lead me, lead me to see him, sages and shepherds and angels;
No place for me but a stable. My Lord has come.
Minister: The Lord be with you.
Congregation: And with thy spirit.
Minister: Let us pray.

CLOSING PRAYER
O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth
of thy only Son, Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him
for our redeemer, so we may with sure confidence behold him, when
he shall come to be our judge; who liveth and reigneth with thee and
the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.

O Come, All Ye Faithful
Oakeley, Brooke
Anon. 1700’s – Arr. David Willcocks (b.1919)
(Choir & Congregation)
O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him Born the King of Angels:

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
God of God, Light of Light,
Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God, Begotten not created:

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
Glory to God in the highest:

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning,
Jesu, to thee be glory giv’n,
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

~ Parting Blessing ~
Minister: The lord shall preserve thee from all evil; yea, it is even he
that shall keep thy soul. The Lord shall preserve thy going out and
thy coming in from this time forth and for evermore. He shall defend
thee under his wings. Be strong, and he shall comfort thine heart. Put
thou thy trust in the Lord.

The Truth From Above
Words English 1847

Traditional English Tune

God grant to all within this place
True saving faith, that special grace
Which to his people doth belong:
And thus we close our Christmas song.

~ Postlude ~
Fantasy on “Joy to the World”

Michael Helman (b. 1956)

Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys
2013-14 Choir Roster
Decani
Cantoris
Senior Choristers
Senior Choristers
Brenden Bagnall
Cameron Bruneau
Case Dykstra
Jamin Gordon
Mark Haga
Luke Harlow
Micah Huisman
Stephen Knight
Gage Powell
Caleb Regan
Ranson Sipols +
Ryan VanDusen +

Liam Boppel – Iniguez
Brayden Bower
Samuel DeGoffau
Aaron Hudock
Marcus Igo +
Joey Schimmelmann +
Alexander Scofield
Benjamin Scofield
Nathan Steinfort
Jack Webb
Christian Voetberg *

Junior Choristers

Junior Choristers

Nathan Yeh

Simeon Maloley

Preparatory Choristers

Preparatory Choristers

Gabriel Benedict
Zander Gordon
Mason Litts

Aiden Hillman
Christian Maloley
Francisco Ortiz

Counter Tenors

Baritones

Danny Becker
Mark Becker
Ron Cammel
Matthew Morey
Jay Roback
Thomas Scofield

David Diephouse
Gordon Stegink
Dan Voetberg
Dick Voetberg
Chuck Witteveen

Tenors

Basses

John Byl
Jack Bylsma
Chad Dykema
Dan Gordon
Steve Igo
Zach Lutes
Bill Reed
Michael Steinfort
Scott Webb

David Boersma
Doug DeVries
Jerry Kruyf
Norm Sneller
Daniel Weinrick

* = Principal Head Chorister

+ = Head Chorister

GRCMB Staff
Scott Bosscher: Director of Music
A former Choral Scholar of Wells Cathedral
Choir, England, and voice student of Diane
Forlano of the Royal Academy of Music, London,
Mr. Bosscher is passionate about bringing the
English Cathedral sound to Grand Rapids as
GRCMB’s Director of Music.

Dr. Martin Neary: Associate Director

Former Organist and Choirmaster of both
Westminster Abbey and Winchester Cathedral,
GRCMB is blessed by Dr. Neary’s ongoing
commitment to both GRCMB and our West
Michigan Community. Dr. Neary was recently
awarded a Lambeth Doctorate by the Arch Bishop of Canterbury.

Dr. Kenneth Bos – GRCMB Organist
Dr. Bos is well-known as a pianist, organist, and
accompanist in western Michigan. He is on faculty
at Grand Rapids Community College where he
serves as Music Department Accompanist. He is
organist and Director of Music at Calvin CRC.
With degrees from Calvin & the U of M, Dr. Bos
holds a PHD in piano performance from
Michigan State University.

Gwen Hendrikse: Rehearsal Pianist
An active pianist and accompanist across West
Michigan, GRCMB is blessed to have Mrs.
Hendrikse now on our staff. Gwen’s response,
“Sitting at the piano on rehearsal nights I
definitely have the best seat in the house!”

Lori Schimmelmann: Theory Teacher/Rehearsal Assistant
Marcia Pylman: Vocal Coach
Chad Dykema: Composer-in-Residence
Jane Bosscher – Business Manager

Board of Directors
Mark Becker
Chuck Witteveen
Gina Becker
John Byl
Nicky Halverson
Barb Hoogeboom
Thomas Tuttle
Scott Webb

President
Vice President

Major Donors those who have given $5,000 or more since 2008:
Anonymous
Mark and Gina Becker
Lawrence and Virginia Cain
Mark and Marty Campbell
Goldman Sachs
Jay and Janice Hidalgo

James and Barbara Hoogeboom
Gerald and Susan Kruyf
Dirk and Liesl Pruis
Margaret Stone
Thomas and Elizabeth Tuttle
Charles and Carol Witteveen

The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys would like to give Special Thanks to our
donors who have helped us get our 24th season off to a strong start! Won’t you
join with them in supporting the Choir as our year begins to unfold!
Our 501 (c) 3 tax exempt number is 38-2919772
Grants Received
Amount
Grand Rapids Community Foundation

$3,500.00

Donations received between May 1, 2013 and December 7, 2013:
Oxford Club $1,000 - $4,999

Hibma, John and Vicki
Lamberts, Robert and Nancy
Scoville, Joseph and Margaret
Cambridge Club $600 - $999

Diephouse, David

Tomatis, Luis

Dykema, Chad and Kathryn

Webb, Scott and Jennifer

London Club $250 - $599

Adams, Clara May

Bradford, Jonathan and Grace Post

Barton, Stephen and Sharon

Caris, Ted and Jeannie

Bernecker, Scott

Christenson, Randall and Anne

Boersma, David and Donna

Connors, Robert and Julie

London Club $250 - $599 continued

Faber, Roger and Judy

Sipols, Ivars and Mudite

Halverson, Nicky

Sipols, Timothy and Jessica

Huizenga, Phil and Marie

Slenk, Howard and Marilyn

Hunt, Mark and Marian

Steinfort, David and Shirley

Kindschi, Douglas and Barbara

Swagman, William and Ann

Kooistra, C Scott and Susan

Whitescarver, David and Anne-Lise

Mangione, Greg and Susan

Zwiep, Myra

Petersen, Stephen

Corporate Donors

Ploegstra, Henry

C/D/H

Post, William and Florence

Warner Norcross & Judd, LLP

Ransford, James and Jeanne

Winchester Club $100 - $249

Anonymous

Hubers, Robert and Ruth Marie

Bauman, Ken and Mary

Jeltema, Douglas

Boonstra, Carol

Johnson , Steve and Jacquie

Bos, Ken and Fay

Jonker, Robert

Buffham, Charles and Sandra

Kellermeier, Dennis and Barb Jourdan

Bush, Anna

Knierim, Michael

Byl, John and Deb

Knight, Jim and Cheryl

Bylsma, Carol

Knol, Jody and Aleda

Crandell, Richard and Phyllis

Knox, John

Daining, Douglas and Janice

Lantinga, Herbert and Sharon

DeVree, Jeffrey and Janis

Lunde, Douglas and Deborah

Evearitt, Bob and Dee

Marmion, Lee and Pauline

Farmer, Floyd and Caron

Medema, Larry and Nancy

Fotis, George and Amy

Mikita, Ginny

Fuller, Raymond and Lillian

Nelson, Lars

Galien, Linda

Nelson, Wayne and Brigitte

Gezon, Cornelia

Nichols, William and Dace

Grant, Doris

Noorman, Kenneth and Bonnie

Greenfield, Eric and Elizabeth

Ottens, Henry and Sharon

Haas-Williams, Suzanne

Pasma, Ted and Ethel

Hamersma, John and June

Pearce, Norman and Beth

Heerema, Jacob and Marian

Peters, Nancy

Hoekman, Greg and Thea

Postema, Ruth

Hoogeboom, Tom and Margie

Pylman, John and Marcia

Winchester Club $100 - $249 continued

Pylman, Norman and Janet

Strikwerda, Charles

Reinders, Don and Beth

Theeuwes, Tim

Roback, Jay

Toering, Gordon

Rogers, Ron and Joyce

Tully, John and Cheryl

Rohwer, Milton and Barbara

Tuuk, Jonathan

Ruisard, Gayle

Tuuk, Jonathan

Ryskamp, Constance

Van Andel, Richard and Virginia

Ryskamp, Richard and Annemarieke

Vander Wal, Robert and Barbara

Saunders, David

VanderArk, David and Lorraine

Schakel, Peter and Karen

Voetberg, Dan and Marji

Schimmelmann, John

Voetberg, Richard and Patricia

Schultz, Steven and Elizabeth

Waterbury, Stephen

Stegink, Leroy and Anjean

Wooden, David and Ruth

Chichester Club $1- $99

Andrew, Brian and Jennifer

Gazan, Harold and Nancy

Baehre, Gloria

Gerbens, Larry and Mary

Bardolph, Jr., Mark and Elaine

Groff, Nella

Battjes, Maxine

Harsevoort, Jay

Becker, Gwen

Hassevoort, Joan

Beimers, Lester and Evelyn

Hendrikse, Tom and Gwen

Bellefeuille, Raymond and Bonnie

Hoffbeck, Lars

Bergsma, Luella

Hoogeboom, Shirley

Bertin, Andrew

Huissen, June

Bishop, Kurt and Michele

Huizenga, Gertrude

Blom, John and Sharon

Hunt, Keith

Bom, Anthoinette

Johnson, Robert and Bernadine

Bosscher, Esther

Karsen, Suzanne

Bradley, Jim

King, James and Nancy

Brozek, Nancy

Kipp, Jim and Marcia

Bryson, John and Claire

Klinger, Gloria

Conklin, James and Emily

Klooster, Leona

DeJong, Pearl

Lane, Marguerite

Dik, Caroline

Lockerd, Benjamin and Micheline

Dykstra, Earl and Lois

Mapes, Beverly

Dykstra, Evelyn

Martin, Stephen and Pat

Dykstra, Richard and Marion

Menkveld, Bruce and Paula

Fox, John and Kristine

Morrison, J. William and Beverly

Chichester Club $1- $99-continued

Mulligan, David

Scofield, Doris

Nagel, Linda

Sneller, Mark and Ann

Nelson, Eric

Sneller, Norm and Kathy

Ondras, Libor and Andrea

Stanley, Mary

Parks, Charles and Jean

Steenbergen, Brian

Peters, Bruce and Glenda

Sudak, S.A.

Piccard, Howard and Kathleen

Van Keulen, Elizabeth

Postma, Janice

Van Zytveld, Jack and Jane

Pottenger, John and Amy

Vandenakker, Therese

Prochnau, Harvey and Judith

Vanderkooy, Scott and Janice

Prose, Betsy

Veenstra, Charlotte

Rickey, Carol

Verhulst, William and Karen

Rinvelt, Ryan and Teresa

Weinrick, Debra

Sanchez, Carol

Welch, Robert and Nancy

Schnipke, Rosemary

Wesseling, Ruth

Schultz, Verlyn

Wessels, John and Norma

Our next performance…
Andrew Nethsingha Returns!

LENTEN MEDITATIONS
March 28 and 29, 2014
St. Andrew’s Cathedral – 7:00 pm both evenings

Guest Director,
Andrew
Nethsingha
Director of Music
St John’s College
Cambridge, UK
“St. John’s thrives
under Nethsingha”
“Musicianship of a rare and moving kind”

Grammaphone
Magazine

The Grand Rapids Choir of Men & Boys wishes to express appreciation to the
GRCC Music Department for all they do to support music in our community
and for allowing us the privilege to call GRCC home. The Grand Rapids
Choir of Men & Boys also thanks the Cathedral of St Andrew for

their support of the Arts and Worship in our city.

Support our
sponsors….
The Grand Rapid Choir of Men
and Boy’s artistic, education, and
community programs would not be
possible without the generous
support of these companies.
If you would like to join these
sponsors to advertise your
business in future programs,
please email us.
info@grcmb.org
or look on our website
www.grcmb.org

All Souls Day Sacred Concert: Requiem by John Rutter - Sat, Nov 2 - 7pm
Music for Royal Occasions IV Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys
Dr. Martin Neary, conductor - Friday, Nov 8 and Sat, Nov 9, 2013 - 7pm
Feast of Saint Andrew Mystical Voices and Cathedral Strings
Nicholas Palmer, conductor Fri, Nov 29, 2013 - 7pm
Sounds of Christmas Grand Rapids Chamber Choir Jubal Brass Dr. Mark Webb,
conductor - Sat, Nov 30, 1PM, Sat, Nov 30, 7:30PM. Sun, Dec 1, 3PM
Sacred Dimensions Grand Rapids Symphony Orchestra
David Lockington, conductor Tuesday, December 10, 2013 - 8pm
Lessons and Carols Grand Rapids Choir of Men and Boys
Scott Bosscher, conductor
Fri, Dec 13, 2013 - 7PM, Sat, Dec 14, 2013 - 7PM,
Fri, Dec 20, 2013 - 7PM
Majestic Brass Christmas Grand Rapids Majestic Brass
Erich Peterson, artistic director Mon, Dec 23, 2013 - 7pm

Program Advertising
Support the choir while
attracting new business for
your company!
Full Page Ad (inside only)
Half Page Ad
Quarter Page
Business Card size

$400
$250
$100
$ 80

For more information please
contact:
Info@grcmb.org
Our mailing address:
GRCMB
PO Box 6152
Grand Rapids, MI 49516-6152

HEARING RESOURCES

INSERT BACK PAGE COLOR AD

